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2.
Demographics 
and Planning 
Context

A. Planning Area Demographics
In 2004, approximately 7,200 persons lived in the North 4th 
Street planning area. There were 3,022 housing units and 10,719 
employees. The following table shows these demographic 
characteristics by subareas of the planning area:

Acres Population

Housing

Units Employment

1 Lomas to Mountain 89.0 301 161 3,103

2 Mountain to I-40 143.0 390 142 2,700

3 I-40 to Menaul 61.9 164 44 586

4 Menaul to Candelaria 136.6 1,278 535 1,038

5 Candelaria to Griegos 269.8 2,117 899 745

6 Griegos to Montaño 224.9 1,452 557 979

7 Montaño to City Limits 332.6 1,494 683 1,569

Total 1,257.8 7,198 3,022 10,719

Subareas

Source: Mid-Region Council of Governments, Land Use Analysis Model output, 

2005. ARC break-out by subareas using DASZ data.

North 4th Street Corridor Planning Area Land Area, Population, 

Housing Units and Employment by Subareas: 2004

Total employment is shown at 10,719. (Note: minor variations 
are due to computational error). This represents 2.5% of total 
employment in the metropolitan area. By subareas, the highest 
employment is closest to Downtown Albuquerque, with 5,800 
employees south of I-40, just over half the total number of 
employees in the corridor. Employment in the Bernalillo County 
and Federal Courthouses make up a dominant share of jobs in the 
southern-most  subarea, extending from south of Lomas Boulevard 
to Mountain Road.

The following table shows employment by land use category. A 
little over half of the employment in the planning area is retail 
and mixed commercial, while 20% is large-scale office and 21% 
is industrial and wholesale. The intensity of employees/acre varies 
from an average of 101 office employees/acre to an average of 9 
industrial and wholesale employees/acre.
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Land Use Category Employment

Portion of 

Employment

Retail and Mixed Commercial 5,702 52.7%

Office 2,175 20.1%

Industrial and Wholesale 2,234 20.6%

Schools 354 3.3%

Residential Areas 199 1.8%

Other 157 1.5%

Total 10,821 100.0%

North 4th Street Planning Area Employment By 

Land Use Category: 2004

Source: Mid-Region Council of Governments, Land Use 

Analysis Model output, 2005.

There are approximately 3,000 housing units in the planning area. 
Over three-quarters are single family. This is a higher portion of 
single family housing than in the City of Albuquerque as a whole, 
where 64% of the housing stock is single family and 36% is multi-
family.

Housing Type

Number of 

Units

Portion of 

Total

Housing

Stock

Single Family 2,371 78.5%

Multi-Family 651 21.5%

Total 3,022 100.0%

North 4th Street Planning Area Housing Units 

by Housing Type: 2004

Source: Mid-Region Council of Governments, Land Use 

Analysis Model output, 2005.

The average household size was 2.4 persons per household in 
2004.
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Primary Trade Area Demographics
The primary trade area is an aggregate of 14 census block groups  
surrounding the corridor in the North Valley. (See Map of Primary 
Trade Area on page 3-2.) The land area is approximately three 
times larger than the study area. It had a population of 17,126 
persons in 2000, of whom 16,762 lived in households and 364 
persons lived in group quarters.

The primary trade area consists of: 
• Block Group 2 of Census Tract 29
• Block Group 4 of Census Tract 32.02
• Block Group 3 of Census Tract 35.01
• Block Group 5 of Census Tract 32.02
• Block Group 2 of Census Tract 32.01
• Block Group 3 of Census Tract 29
• Block Group 1 of Census Tract 29
• Block Group 4 of Census Tract 35.02
• Block Group 1 of Census Tract 32.01
• Block Group 1of  Census Tract 27
• Block Group 2 of Census Tract 27
• Block Group 3 of Census Tract 27
• Block Group 3 of Census Tract 32.02
• Block Group 5 of Census Tract 27.

Following are more specific demographic characteristics of the 
population in the primary trade area:
Majority of residents are Hispanic: 65.5% were Hispanic 
compared to 40% for all Albuquerque
Block groups vary from 41% to 82% Hispanic.
Households are slightly larger: Household size was 2.49 
persons/household, compared to 2.40 persons/household for all 
Albuquerque
Income tends to be lower: Median household income in 1999 
was reported to vary by block group from $19,673 to $49,028, 
compared to $38,272 for all Albuquerque
Median housing values tend to be lower, as reported in 2000, 
varying by block group from $77,100 to $139,500, compared to 
$127,600 for all Albuquerque
Varying ages: Residents over 65 years old vary by block group 
from 9.8% to 15.3%, compared to 12% for all of Albuquerque

Between 1990 and 2000, there was a small loss in population in 
the primary trade area of 246 persons. The Hispanic population 
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increased slightly, from 63.6% to 65.5%. The change in the portion 
of Hispanics was less than the increase in the City of Albuquerque 
as a whole, which increased from 34.5% to 40.0%.
 
The primary trade area had 7,343 housing units in 2000. The 
housing mix was 85% single family and 15% multi-family. The 
average household size was 2.5 persons per household. Block 
groups varied in household size from 1.9 to 2.75 persons per 
household.

Recent Building Activity in the Planning Area
City of Albuquerque records show that few permits were issued 
for residential or commercial development in the planning area, 
as shown in the two following maps. The first map shows permits 
issued during 2000-2002. The second map shows permits issued 
during 2002-2004.

 

Building Permit Locations:  2000 to 2002
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Building Permit Locations:  2002 to 2004

Adopted City Plans within the Area
The following plans overlap the North 4th Street planning area: 
• Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan (As   
 Amended 2002), the City’s Rank 1 plan
• North Valley Area Plan (1993) Rank 2
• Sector Plans Overlapping Portions of Corridor Rank 3
 - Downtown 2010 Sector Development Plan (2000)
 - Downtown Neighborhood Area Sector Development Plan   
      (1976)
 - McClelland Park Sector Plan(1984)
 - Sawmill/Wells Park Sector Plan (2002)
 - Los Griegos Sector Plan (2002)
 - Near North Valley Sector Plan (in process)

The following map shows the overlap of sector plans into the 
planning area.  It also includes the Los Candelarias Redevelopment 
Plan area, which is located just to the west of the North Fourth 
Street Study Area.
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The following table briefly summarizes the affects of respective plans on the North Fourth Street 
planning area.  All sector plans except for the Los Griegos Sector Plan contain “special use” 
zoning within the corridor.
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